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Alice Boarman Baldridge with her daughter, Vira, circa
1902.
Mrs. Baldridge, a woman ahead of her time, was
able to win public office even before women could vote,
and was a successful lawyer before women were generally
accepted in that profession.
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THE BALDRIDGE FAMILY OF HUNTSVILLE
by Ann Baldridge Craig
Dr.
Milton
Columbus
Baldridge
with
wife,
Narcissa
Caroline
Neeley
(or
Neely),
and
daughter,
Viola,
settled
in
Huntsville
following his Civil War service as assistant
surgeon for both the 27th Alabama and 48th
Tennessee Regiments.
Narcissa was the daughter
of
Anderson
P.
and
Eliza
M.
Neeley
of
Rogersville
(Lauderdale
County), AL.
Dr.
Baldridge was born in 1831 in Cornersville
(Marshall
County), TN,
and moved with his
parents,
William
F.
and
Elizabeth Caroline
Mitchell
Baldridge
to
Florence
(Lauderdale
County) , AL at age 12.
He was educated at
Belleview Medical College,
NY,
and attended
lectures
at
Medical
College
of
Ohio
in
Cincinnati.
Dr. Milton and family resided at 219 Clinton
Street on the corner of Gallatin with property
extending southward to Big Spring Branch.
A
son, Felix Edgar, was born in 1866, and a
daughter, Stella, in 18 69.
The home now known
as the Jeremiah Clemens House was sold at the
death of his second wife,
Ella M. Johnson
Baldridge, in 1907 and is presently an office
for Huntsville Utilities directly across the
street from the new AmSouth Building.
Dr.
Baldridge was elected President of the
State Medical Society, President of the Madison
County Board of Health, President of Southern
Building Loan Association with C. H. Halsey,
Lawrence Cooper, Joseph Martin, S. L. Whitten,
and Samuel R. Cruse as officers.
He served on
the Board of Health, was City Health Officer,
Jail
Physician,
Board Member
of Huntsville
Female College with Judge William H. Moore,
John J. Dement, Thomas I. Humphrey, Archibald
McDonnell,
William R.
Rison,
Dr.
James A.
Beasley, John D. Brandon, John L. Rison, Robert
H. Wilson, Col. Charles J. Mastin, A. M. Wynn,
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S. W. Harris, Jackson Rand, J. F. Goldman, and
Dr. Henry McDonnell.
While President of the
Medical Board of Examiners, Dr. Baldridge had
the privilege of signing his son's medical
certificate along with Drs. Samuel H. Lowry, P.
M. Fletcher Sr., and J. L. Darwin.
Two years following his first wife's death, Dr.
Milton married Ella M. Johnson, who bore a son,
Milton
C.
Baldridge
Jr.
Ella's
orphaned
nieces,
Helen
Shaver
(mother
of
the
late
Charles Sr.) and Mary Gilbert, were reared in
the home with the Baldridge children.
Dr.
Baldridge died in January 1895 and is buried in
the Baldridge plot in Maple Hill.
Felix Edgar Baldridge after graduation from
Tulane
University
Medical
School
in
New
Orleans,
joined his father as a Huntsville
physician/surgeon.
On his
initial
day of
practice in June 1894, his patients included:
Murray Robinson, Miss Mary Warwick, H. Weil,
Mrs. Schiffman, Mr. Rand's child, Olive Davis,
Walker Lacey, Mr. Redding, Mr. Pitkins, Mrs.
Chapman's child, and a Negro.
Following his father's death and until his own
death, Dr. Felix was in partnership with Dr.
Hawkins D. Westmoreland with offices at 111-113
East Side Jefferson Street, leased from Oscar
Hundley.
Their lease agreement required that
parlor and hall floors be waxed monthly and did
not include the piano, velvet lounge, walnut
hat rack and walnut stand with mirror upstairs.
Dr.
Felix was the
first President
of the
Tennessee Valley Medical Society, several times
President
of
the
County
Board
of
Health,
elected to the Southern Surgical Association,
Medical Examiner for the Knights of Columbus,
1st Lt. and Assistant Surgeon of 3rd Regiment
of North Alabama, Member of the Association of
Military
Surgeons
of
the
U.S.,
Assistant
Company Surgeon for Southern Railway Company
(which
afforded
the
family
free
rail
transportation to and from New York) , local
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Surgeon
for
Nashville,
Chattanooga
and
St.
Louis Railway Company.
With Dr. Westmoreland,
he christened the operating room at Alabama A &
M College which was donated by Miss Grace
Walker for the McCormick family.
He owned one
of the first motor cars in Huntsville and with
Dr.
Westmoreland
brought
into
the
world
hundreds of babies for the next generation of
Huntsvillians.
In January 1895 Felix Baldridge married a New
Orleans belle, Alice Boarman, whom he had met
while in medical school at Tulane and she a
student at Sophie Newcomb College (now a part
of Tulane). Following graduation from Newcomb,
Alice
took
post-graduate work
at Wellesley
College in Massachusetts for twofold reasons:
to be assured her degree from a "Southern
women's college" would be accepted nationwide
and to put distance between herself and her
fiance who was completing his internship in
medicine.
At that time, young doctors were not
allowed to marry until completion of their
training.
Felix
and
Alice
first
settled
with
his
stepmother, Ella, in the Clinton Street home.
Alice served as his bookkeeper and joined in
many cultural and social activities in her new
surroundings.
In 1896 a son, Milton Columbus,
was born.
The following year, Alice's sister,
Vira Boarman, elected to have her wedding to
Norman Whitehouse, a New York stockbroker and
socialite, held in the Baldridges' rental house
on the corner of Franklin and Gates Streets.
Many articles appeared in various New York and
Philadelphia papers regarding the Huntsville
wedding.
The
William
Bankheads
(he
later
was
a
Congressman
and
Speaker
of
the
House
of
Representatives) and the Baldridges were close
friends, and both ladies were with child at the
same time.
Tallulah Bankhead (who became a
famous
actress)
was
born
in an apartment,
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corner of Washington Street and Eustis Street,
a few days or weeks prior to Vira Boarman
Baldridge's birth.
Although Dr. Baldridge was
probably a presiding physician at Tallulah's
birth, Mrs. Baldridge was not informed of Mrs.
Bankhead's death until after little Vira was
born,
for
fear
of
upsetting
her
delicate
condition.
Vira was born in the McGee Hotel
where they resided at that time and later the
family moved to rooms at the Van Valkenburghs'
in the
Steamboat
Gothic House on Franklin
Street.
Alice never learned to cook; hence,
they resided in hotels or in homes with others.
Their first real home was purchased in 1906 at
7 06
(originally
527)
Adams
Avenue
in
the
shadows of and under the huge boughs of the
famous
Adams
Avenue
Oak.
Mrs.
Baldridge
retained ownership of this home during her many
years of residing in New York.
Her daughter,
Vira
Wise
(later Davis),
reared her three
daughters there and sold the house in 1964.
It
was demolished just prior to the establishment
of
the
Twickenham
Historic
District
of
Huntsville.
As a bride,
Alice was elected to the new
Huntsville Library Board and was described in a
Huntsville Newspaper:
"Mrs. F. E. Baldridge,
the beautiful wife of Dr. F. E. Baldridge, was
elected Vice President of the library.
She was
a
college
woman,
an
inveterate
reader,
aggressive, and determined to make the library
a certainty.
She
was
one
of
its
chief
workers."
Mr. W. T. Hutchens was Library
President, with Mr. R. E. Spragins and Mr.
David Grayson on the Board.
In 1904 Alice
edited a newspaper HUNTSVILLE EVENING TRIBUNE,
Library Edition, with other staff members Mrs.
Hector Lane,
Mrs.
Robert E. Brickell,
Mrs.
Turner Clanton, and Mrs. John M. Bolling.
This
paper consisted of local interest articles and
many
photographs
of
prominent
Huntsville
citizens and children.
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With
two
or
three
other
young
Huntsville
matrons
(thought to be Florence Bolling and
Alberta Boswell), Alice began the study of law
by correspondence.
When her children reached
school
age,
Alice
earned
a
teacher's
certificate and taught them at home with a
strict regimen not only of reading, writing and
arithmetic, but English, Greek, Latin, German
and French."
Son Milton was accepted in St.
Paul's at 14 and Harvard at 16.
Following his
service as an officer in World War I and a
stint overseas, he graduated from Harvard Law
School and practiced law in New York City until
retirement.
Vira was
accepted
at Shipley
Preparatory school and Bryn Mawr College in
Bryn Mawr, P A .
In 1916, with Woodrow Wilson running for re
election as President, Alice was nominated as a
member of the Madison County School Board.
Although women did not yet have the right to
vote,
Alice
was
elected,
the
first
woman
politician
in
Madison
County,
possibly
in
Alabama.
Five were elected from a slate of
Alice
Baldridge,
Joseph
Brendle,
J.
A.
Carpenter, M. F. Irwin, J. 0. Orman, H. C.
Pollard, E. T. Terry, and E. 0. Williamson.
In
the HUNTSVILLE MERCURY of October 1916, she is
quoted: "I ran absolutely independently of any
machines and won.
I confess I did not expect
to.
The idea of a woman holding elective
office was so new that I feared the prejudice
against it would be insurmountable, but I felt
I should serve a good purpose if I only made it
easier for the next woman.
... I have had
happy, hearty laughs with many of the dear,
delightful,
but
inconsistent
anti-suffrage
gentlemen friends who 'couldn't bear the idea
of women in politics, ' yet voted for the very
first woman who ran for office.
'Oh, but, '
they said, 'it was because we thought you so
well fitted for the office. ' I said, 'That is
all we suffragists are asking, to be permitted
to serve when fitted, if we wish, and most of
all, to be allowed to help choose those who are
https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol20/iss1/3
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fitted' and I am still
intelligent rejoinder.”

waiting

for

the

first

Also in 1916, according to THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS,
she was asked by Mr. Bradley to address the
County Commission on behalf of the building of
the Jackson Highway
(probably the road to
Scottsboro and Chattanooga). She is quoted: "I
wondered...why Mr.
Bradley thought I should
make a good beggar— then I knew.
It was simply
because I was a woman, and we women are the
arch wheedlers and coaxers of the race. ... We
have begged for everything we got. ... First we
begged for our personal freedom and got it, we
begged for an education and got it, we begged
to be allowed to own our own property and got
it, we begged for legal and economic equality,
and we are getting it, and now we are begging
for our political enfranchisement, and this we
shall most surely get.
I think it must have
been some such historical bird's eye view of
women's success in begging that prompted Mr.
Bradley to appoint me official beggar tonight.
I hate to fail the traditions of my sex.
I am
perfectly willing to beg for the Highway and
more than willing to get it, but personally,
gentlemen, I do not know how to beg very well.
However, I have picked up a few little tricks
of the trade, and so tonight, I have decked
myself in my very best bib and tucker, added an
extra curl to my hair, extra roses to my cheeks
and am doing my level best to fascinate you to
death and to hypnotize the Jackson Highway out
of you.
Gentlemen, we women have been begging
for ages, and we always got it."
Mrs.
Baldridge
delivered
suffrage
speeches
throughout Alabama,
while her
sister,
Vira
Boarman Whitehouse, was New York State Woman
Suffrage Party Chairman, the largest suffrage
organization
in
the
country.
They
were
pictured in an article in THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS,
June 1916, as "Two Beautiful Sisters."
The
photographs appeared with write-ups about Mrs.
Whitehouse's position in New York and Mrs.
Published by LOUIS,
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Baldridge's surprise election to the school
board.
According to Elizabeth Humes Chapman,
"Alice Boarman Baldridge developed into one of
the best women speakers in the state.
She was
one
of
the
women
chosen
by
the
state
organization to present a plea for national
enfranchisement of women at Washington,
DC.
She was a beautiful woman with a gifted mind
which
she
kept
ever
active.
She
became
President of the Women's League after the close
of the decade and continued to direct women's
minds toward public service until she left
Huntsville to practice law in New York City in
1922."
Following the untimely death of her husband,
Dr.
Felix
Baldridge,
during
the
1917
flu
epidemic, she threw herself wholeheartedly into
her study of law.
She passed the Alabama Bar,
was admitted to practice in November 1918,
having been presented in court by Lawrence
Cooper, Esq.
For less than two years she
practiced in Huntsville with David Grayson, her
neighbor
and
friend,
who
resided on Adams
Avenue in the home presently owned by Mr. Harry
Rhett.
One of her cases mostly remembered by
her
peers,
unfortunately,
was
her
representation of a teen-aged defendant accused
of rape.
She won for him!
She worked diligently to help secure a Carnegie
grant for the local library and was elected
Vice President of the Carnegie Board of the
library with Dr. Francis Tappey as President,
Miss Amelia Dillard,
Treasurer,
Miss Mattie
Darwin, Librarian.
In the fall of 1920 she embarked on a trip
around the world for a year, as chaperone for a
young New York friend,
and with a maid.
The
HUNTSVILLE TIMES requested she send articles of
her travels, which she did.
Various articles
about her
trips
across
the United
States,
Hawaii, Japan, China, and Egypt were published.
She had left her daughter, Vira, in Newport,
https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol20/iss1/3
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RI, at the summer home of her sister who was to
see Vira safely to her school in Bryn Mawr, PA.
Imagine
her
shock
while
touring
China
to
receive
a
cable
notifying
her
that
her
daughter, 18 years of age, had eloped with a
young Huntsville man, Louis Wise.
Rather than
spend
her
Christmas
holidays
with
the
Whitehouses in New York City, Vira chose to be
with her close Huntsville friend,
Elizabeth
McAllister.
Young Louis joined her on the
first leg of her return trip to Pennsylvania.
They
left the train
at Chattanooga,
where
Louis's sister resided, and were married there.
Six months later, on her return from her trip
around the world, Mrs. Baldridge moved Vira and
Louis into her Adams Avenue home and moved
herself to New York City to establish a law
career which lasted until 1956 when she was
past 80 years of age.
In New York she was associated with the firm of
Laughlin,
Gerard,
Bowers
& Halpin on Wall
Street.
When Rockefeller Center was opened,
she moved with the firm of John J. Halpin to
the 48th floor of the new RCA Building.
On her
retirement,
the firm bore the name Halpin,
Keogh
(the congressman
for whom the Keogh
savings
plan
was
named) ,
and
St.
John.
Although professing to be a life-long Democrat,
she disapproved of everything for which the New
Deal stood, and accepted the chairmanship of
the
Alfred
Landon
Volunteers
when
he
ran
opposing
Franklin
Roosevelt.
President
Roosevelt was a close friend of the senior
partner of her law firm,
James W. Gerard,
former Ambassador to Germany.
An article in
the NEW YORK TIMES in the fall of 1936 quotes
her:
"I
disapprove
of
the
general
waste,
inefficiency,
destruction
of
values,
extravagance and ever-growing complexity and
tyranny of the present administration.
... I
approve of the continuance of the capitalistic
system
which,
unless
the
socialistic,
communistic
and
impractical
New
Deal
experiments
are
abandoned,
will
soon
be
Published by LOUIS,
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destroyed
resulting
in
chaos.
...
As
a
Democrat, a lawyer, and an American citizen, I
resent the frequent and flagrant violation of
states' rights by the present administration
and the legislation passed by it, either in
unpardonable ignorance or unpardonable defiance
of the Constitution...."
At the same time she
was berating President Roosevelt, her sister
and
Mr.
Whitehouse
were
accepting
social
invitations from the President and his wife for
visits to the White House.
In the 19 3 7 WOMAN'S ALMANAC, FACTS FOR, BY AND
ABOUT WOMEN,
she was listed as "Outstanding
Woman Lawyer."
AMERICAN WOMEN - THE OFFICIAL
WHO'S WHO OF WOMEN OF THE NATION, Volume II,
1937-38
carried
an
article
on
her
accomplishments.
INDEX TO WOMEN by Norma Olin
Ireland,
1970,
listed:
"BALDRIDGE,
Alice
Boarman (flourished 1930's), American Lawyer,
Woman of Achievement."
Mrs. Baldridge was a member of the Colony Club
of New York,
National Association of Women
Lawyers, charter member of the Sophie Newcomb
Chapter of Pi Beta Phi.
She retired in 1957 to
her
home
in
Huntsville
and
soon
became
hospitalized
following
a broken hip and a
series
of
strokes.
During
her
long
confinement, a granddaughter asked her why she
had never remarried.
Her terse reply was, "I
did not need any man to support me, and I
certainly
would
never
have
considered
supporting any man."
From the time of her
daughter's divorce
in the early 30's, Mrs.
Baldridge was the sole support of her and her
three daughters.
In the
3 5 years
spent
in New York,
Mrs.
Baldridge never lost interest in Huntsville.
She made loans on farm land and mortgaged same,
and at one time owned 40 farms of various sizes
in Madison County.
Several of these were taken
in the government condemnation of land for
Redstone and Huntsville Arsenals.
Because of
https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol20/iss1/3
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the low prices paid for the land acquisition,
Mrs. Baldridge always claimed the government
literally stole her property.
Alice Boarman Baldridge died in July 1961 and
is buried with her daughter, Vira, and Vira's
second husband, William Ward Davis, in Maple
Hill Cemetery.
There are five grandchildren.
Her son, Milton, was father of Milton Jr. of
Roseburg, OR, and Betsy Murphy of Bronxville,
NY.
Vira
was
the
mother
of Mary
Alyce
Baldridge Anderson, Ann Baldridge Craig, and
Betty Jane Wise.
Both Mary Alyce and Ann
legally changed their surname to "Baldridge"
while residing in New York.
Ann (Mrs. Preston
Craig) and two sons, Tony and Cary, are the
only
family
members
presently
residing
in
Huntsville, having returned "home" after many
years in other locations.
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